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1011 April 27, 1900 

FBANCE. 

Report from Havre. 

Havre, France, April 5, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that on March 31 the steamship 
JJAquitaine sailed from this port with 730 steerage passengers, about 
one-third of whom remained over at Havre from the week before The 
baggage of those waiting here was inspected or disinfected Friday after- 
noon and the passengers were reinspected and passed on board at 5 a. m. 
Saturday. Then the trains arrived with over 1,200 more emigrants. 
These were all vaccinated and inspected and the better class passed on 
board, up to the capacity of the steamer. All coming from or via Mar- 
seilles, including Turks, Armenians, etc., were held over. 

On Tuesday, April 3, the Oompanie Generale Transatlantique sent a 
supplementary steamer, the Saint Germain, to New York to carry the 
excess of emigrants. This vessel has been lately in the South Ameri- 
can trade, and was fitted up to carry comfortably over 700 passengers, 
all class quarters being used. However, many of the emigrants refused 
to go by this boat, and she sailed with but 562 passengers. The baggage 
for this vessel was inspected or disinfected on Monday afternoon, and 
the passengers were inspected twice, once when they arrived at Havre 
and again before sailing. 

I have the honor to state regarding the health of this port that it can 
no longer be doubted that there is a certain amount of smallpox here. 
Rumors to that effect have been current for several days, and the mayor 
has issued a notice urging all people to be vaccinated. The sanitary 
authorities claim this is only a precautionary measure on account of the 
large number of people that will pass through here during the exposi- 
tion, and because there are a few cases of varioloid in the city. To 
strike an average between the various opinions one gets, I should say 
there are probably 10 cases of smallpox at present in Havre. 

Respectfully, S. B. Grubbs, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

77. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Report from Marseilles. 

Marseilles, France, March SI, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of transactions 
at this port for the week ended March 31, 1900 : Only 1 vessel, the 
French liner Neustria, of the Cyprien Faber Line, cleared from this port 
during the week bound for the United States. There have been no other 
transactions worthy of mention during the week. 

Respectfully, G. M. Corput, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

77. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

GERMANY. 

Report from Bremen. 

Bremen, Germany, April 10, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that during the past week bills of 
health were issued to 3 vessels carrying together 1,759 emigrants. This 
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is a considerable decrease in the number embarking from this port, due 
no doubt largely to the approach of the Easter season. There were 8 
detentions for the following causes : Fever (unknown cause), 4 ; 
trachoma, 1, and conjunctivitis (severe), 3. The health report for 
Bremen during the past week shows 2 cases of scarlet fever and 3 of 
enteric fever. This locality continues free from quarantinable diseases. 
Eespectfully, Joseph B. Greene, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

' U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Method of Mixing rats at Hamburg. 

Hamburg, April 7, 1900. 

Sir : As directed in Bureau letter (McB., B. M. W.) of the 6th ultimo, 
I have the honor to report upon the methods used in Hamburg for the 
killing of rats on shipboard and elsewhere in anticipation of possible 
danger from the bubonic plague. I regret that I have not been able to 
make an appointment to see the processes actually applied on shipboard 
but I have got quite a clear account of the methods from the port 
physician, Dr. B. Nocht. 

It is much easier to destroy rats aboard ship, where they can not 
escape, than on shore, and this is systematically carried out. To every 
vessel which enters the harbor a notice is given containing the regula- 
tions with reference to this subject (Exhibits A and B), the form of 
notice (B) given to vessels detained for some reason at quarantine being 
slightly different from that (A) given to vessels which pass immediately 
into port. None of the work is done at quarantine, however, but 
always after the vessel has arrived in the harbor, and it is not com- 
pleted until the cargo is discharged. 

Vessels from foreign ports outside of Europe are required to go 
through the process at each arrival, vessels running to other European 
ports once in three months, and vessels plying on the river Elbe once a 
month. Vessels of the Hamburg- American Line, which make frequent 
quick trips between United States ports and Hamburg, are required to 
expose rat poison at each arrival, but are not required to undergo the 
sulphur fumigation every time. They inform the port physician of 
the measures used each time, and fumigate the holds as often as he 
prescribes. 

The method is comparatively simple and consists of two parts, the 
exposing of poison in the cabins and other small compartments of the 
vessel and the fumigation of the hold with sulphur dioxide mixed with 
a small proportion of carbon dioxide. The theory of the use of carbon 
dioxide mixed with the sulphur fumes is that it makes the gas more 
diffusible. The trade of professional ratkiller, or Kammerjager (closet 
hunter), exists here and a number of these people are instructed by the 
port physician as to the requirements of the work aboard ship. They 
lay the poison in the cabins and other parts as soon as the vessel arrives. 
They keep the exact formulas of their poisons secret and change them 
occasionally, but the articles used are supposed to be strychnine, arsenic 
and phosphorus mixed with sausage or meal or bread in small cakes. 

The fumigation is done after cargo is discharged, and, while the ship 
has to furnish the materials and apparatus, getting them from dealers 
in the city, the process is superintended by the harbor police. Usually 
sulphur and charcoal are burned in iron pots placed in the lower part* 



